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UAE CCI Definition Statement

The UAE’s CCI consist of the ideation, creation, 

production, distribution, and dissemination of 

goods and services of creative expression and 

cultural preservation that generate and sustain 

socio-economic impact. 


Louvre Abu Dhabi
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Sharjah Art Foundation
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Economic performance of the

Cultural and Creative Industries in the UAE

To compare: the contribution of the CCI sector is 
equaled to the contribution of the electricity and water 
sector, and exceeded the contribution of the 
education and health services sectors.


*(Report of the Ministry of Economy for the year 2017)

It is closely linked to the country's economic 
indicators


• Ease of Doing Business Index

• Percentage of the contribution of small and medium-sized 

companies to the non-oil GDP

• Growth rate of non-oil GDP

According to 2018 figures, CCI contributed 2.9% to 
the GDP


*(Estimated percentage from the Federal Center for Statistics and Competitiveness)


• Number of companies operating in these industries from the private 
sector


• Number of students studying in majors related to cultural industries

• Number of graduates and their flow rate into the labor market

• Number of institutions and entities that provide jobs in this sector
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It includes more than 25 Cultural and Creative

sub-sectors with direct economic outputs, and serves the 
policy of economic diversification directly and effectively.



There are 22 Free Zones across the UAE that cater to the Cultural and Creative Industries 

Fujairah

Ras Al Khaimah
Umm Al Quwain

Ajman

Dubai

Abu Dhabi Sharjah
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Launch of UAE Cultural Agenda 2031
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General Framework for Strategy 

 Professionals and Business Environment Talents and Creatives

Percentage of GDP contributed by the cultural 
and creative industries in the national 
economy
Number of establishments operating in cultural 
and creative industries (micro, small, medium, 
large)

Return on investment in the cultural and 
creative industries sector

Percentage of cultural and creative industries jobs in 
the country

Average per capita income in creative professions

Average household spending on cultural and 
creative goods and services
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Vision

Sectoral 
Indicators

Increasing the socioeconomic impact and value of the cultural and creative industries in the UAE 

Local levelFederal level

Strategic 
Directions

Upgrading the education system to inspire 
and empower future creative generations

Nurturing and training creative talent and 
preparing them for the job market

Ensuring proactive and inclusive legislative 
system that supports the cultural and 
creative industries
Initiating research and development in the 
cultural and creative industries

Promoting the creation of cultural and 
creative clusters

Increasing the efficiency and effectiveness of 
sector financing

Providing incentives to support the sector

Promoting exports of the products of cultural 
and creative industries
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0603Percentage of teaching hours for arts and 
creativity of total teaching hours (early 
childhood education, primary and secondary)


Average graduates of the cultural and 
creative industries that are employed within 
two years after graduation

Levels of satisfaction with the regulations of the 
cultural and creative industries measured 
through periodic surveys
Average government and private sector 
spending on research and development in the 
fields of cultural and creative industries
Number of licenses in the cultural and creative 
industries sector (broken down by Clusters)

Total funding in the cultural and creative 
industries (government and private)

Percentage of creative startups that sustain 
their first year

Export earnings for the cultural and creative 
industries

With a total of 40 initiatives

16 initiatives that support 
talents and creatives people

 10 initiatives that support professionals 
and business environment

14 initiatives that support enabling the 
business environment 

Initiatives

Strategic Pillars Enabling the Business Environment

Strategic 
Directions 
Indicators



Key Partners at the Federal Level
For the Cultural and Creative Industries Strategy
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Key Partners at the Local Level
For the Cultural and Creative Industries Strategy
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